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SUNSEEKER INTERNATIONAL WINS WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF 
SHIPWRIGHTS, ‘BEST COMPANY’ FOR ITS APPRENTICESHIP SCHEME 

 
Britain’s biggest boat builder, Sunseeker International is celebrating after winning the ‘Best 

Company’ in the 2016 Worshipful Company of Shipwrights Queen’s Silver Medal 

competition.  

 

These awards are one of the industry’s most prestigious and have been presented to 

representatives from the ship building industry since 1945. Annual nominations for the 

Queens Silver Medal come from every yard in the UK with assessment taking place over 

several stages. Each year the awards recognise the very best apprentices from across the 

UK and an award is given to the ‘Best Company’.   

 

In 2016, 18 apprentices, four of which were from Sunseeker, were shortlisted and 

participated in a week long development course and evaluation in Kielder Forest. Six of 

these apprentices were then selected for interview by the committee in London before the 

award announcement taking place on 26th January at Iron Mongers Hall, with Sunseeker’s 

fourth year apprentice, Olivia Richards-Smith, being one of the finalists.  

 

Commenting on the award win, Alex Bowman, Talent Manager of Sunseeker International 

says: “We are honoured to have been awarded ‘Best Company’ by the Worshipful Company 

of Shipwrights for the work that we put into our Apprentice training programme. It’s a 

prestigious accolade and we really value the investment from the Shipwrights in the 

education and development of apprentices.” 

 

He continues: “It is representative of the high standard of our training scheme that four of our 

apprentices were shortlisted to be part of the initial development week and we are extremely 

proud of Olivia for being one of the finalists.  Although it was a tough week it provided a 

unique opportunity for our apprentices to develop new skills and gain confidence in dealing 

with leadership and challenging situations.” 

Each year The Worshipful Company of Shipwrights organise a programme of lectures, 

presented by notable personalities from the maritime sector, for all apprentices in the UK. 

The purpose being to inspire and motivate young people engaged in the UK’s boat building 

 



industry. The annual lectures are held at the University of Southampton and are free to all 

attendees.  

Sunseeker has also championed the benefits of developing apprentices over the last 35 

years and currently supports over 96 apprentices in the programme. Working in partnership 

with Bournemouth & Poole College and its specialist Marine Technology Centre, Sunseeker 

is firmly committed to developing the high-level skills of young marine engineers and boat 

builders who will maintain its reputation as a world leader in luxury performance motor 

yachts. The apprenticeship scheme will be open for applicants from February 2017. For 

more information please visit www.sunseeker.com/en-GB/recruitment/.  

The company recently announced that it will make a massive £50 million of investment in the 

next five years, spent across new products, improved shipyard facilities and the continued 

recruitment of people. Multiple model launches are set to continue as part of a long term 

product plan that will see new model introductions across the size range. 
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About Sunseeker International Limited: 

 
Sunseeker is the world’s leading brand for luxury performance motor yachts. 
 
Originally named Poole Power Boats, the company was founded by brothers Robert and John 
Braithwaite in 1969. The company changed its name to Sunseeker International in 1985 and has 
since become a global icon, with every Sunseeker the result of an uncompromising and unmatched 
approach to design, craftsmanship and performance. 
 
In August 2013 a majority stake in the business was acquired by Wanda Group, the Beijing 
headquartered conglomerate with strong footprints across China, Europe and the US. Wanda Group 
is a committed long term shareholder providing strong financial and strategic backing for Sunseeker’s 
continued growth and success. In January 2015, they appointed Phil Popham as the company’s new 
Chief Executive Officer. 
 
From its manufacturing base in Dorset on the south coast of England, Sunseeker employs c.2000 
people and produces around 150 boats every year ranging from 50-155 feet. Demand for the 
company’s larger models continues to grow year-on-year with more than 100 yachts over 100 feet in 
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length already delivered. Buyers have benefitted from the company’s ‘Bespoke’ customisation service 
which allow individual customers to personalise their yacht. Working very closely with highly 
professional dealer representation in over 60 countries, service and product support is a key priority in 
maintaining customer satisfaction. 
 
The Sunseeker range constantly sets new standards and benchmarks. From the dynamic San Remo 
and Sport Yacht models, through its luxurious Manhattan range, iconic Predator models, and its 
majestic Yachts range, each Sunseeker is the result of an uncompromising approach to innovative 
design and engineering excellence. Never settling for second best, it is this spirit of excellence that 
has driven Sunseeker to its pre-eminent position in the leisure marine industry today. 
 
Sunseeker is recruiting 225 new skilled staff to support the introduction of several new models 
planned for 2016/ 2017. The new roles will be based at its manufacturing operations in Dorset, 
covering construction trades including Carpentry, Plumbing and Electrical, Boat Building, plus 
Engineering trades including Mechanical Engineering, and Composites. 
 
The current 14 boat range consists of: 
Yacht  155, 131, 116, 95, 28M, 86, 75 
Sport Yacht 68 
Predator 68, 57 
Manhattan  66, 65, 52 
San Remo  

  
 
 

 

About The Worshipful Company of Shipwrights 

The Shipwrights’ Company originates from the fourteenth century and was originally formed to 
safeguard the quality of shipbuilding in London.  Today the Shipwrights’ Company maintains close 
links with the sea and donates to maritime related causes, including apprentices.  It supports George 
Green's and London Nautical Schools, Sea Cadets and is affiliated to HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH. 

“Within the Ark Safe Forever”  
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